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Du Bois : Cardinal et premier ministre (1656-1723). Par P. 
Bliard. 2 vols. Paris: Lethielleux, 1901. Pp. vi+428; 
488. Fr. 12. 

Du Bois was one of the most calumniated men of his own day, and 
has been one of the most maligned persons of history ever since. This 
work is in a sense a rehabilitation. Yet it is not a special plea — it is 
history. The author gives us an insight into his method : 

In order to disengage the true character of the minister of the regency, 
I have examined the accusations made against him in the light of the most 
authentic documents ; I have admitted all of these to witness, and attempted to 
make a minute inquiry. Some witnesses are entirely disinterested, some are 
strong opponents, and some are friends. Often I have given ear to the confi- 
dences which he multiplied in personal and secret letters ; I have read his 
voluminous correspondence with care, hoping to find in these pages, written 
without preparation, from day to day, in haste, often under the influence of 

emotion, the faithful echo of his thoughts and his sentiments It is 

neither a panegyric nor a rehabilitation which I offer to the public; it is 
purely and simply some pages of history written without prejudice and 
without pretension. 

Du Bois was born in 1656 near Tulle; was tonsured in 1669; 
came to Paris in 1672, where he studied in the classics, philosophy, 
and theology at the Maisondieu for seven years. He lived a life of 
hard study and penury; his habits, far from being dissolute, as his 
traducers love to say, were " parfaitement irreprochable." The future 
cardinal-minister's first step upward came in 1687, when he was 
appointed tutor to the Duke of Chartres, Louis XIV. 's nephew. 

Du Bois's relation with the young Duke of Chartres was destined to 
have far-reaching influence. Father Bliard finds that his opprobrious 
reputation originated at this time, but declares that it is historic 
injustice to assert that the preceptor betrayed his trust. As the young 
Duke of Chartres grew to manhood, his character unfolded like a 
poisonous flower. This viciousness and profligacy, however, is clearly 
demonstrated to have been due to the influence of the immorality of 
French high-life at this time upon a weak nature, and may not be 
ascribed to the malign influence of Du Bois, proofs of whose innocence 
the author shows (Vol. I, pp. 27-41). It is interesting, in this connec- 
tion, to note that an American author, Mr. James Breck Perkins, in 
France under the Regency, was the first historian to point out this fact, 
as also the notable nature of Cardinal Fleury's reforms. The deprava- 
tion of the Duke of Chartres's character began when he faced the temp- 
tations of camp life with the army in Flanders in 169 1. • There is not 
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room to dwell upon the proofs thereof, but every thorough reader of 
French history owes it to himself to become acquainted with the pages 
which cover this demonstration (Vol. I, pp. 34, 40-42, 47, 48, 57-60). 

Having demolished the tradition which ascribes the ruining of the 
Duke of Chartres to Du Bois, our author seeks to dispose of the tale of 
the relation of Du Bois with the celebrated Ninon, one of the most 
famous courtesans of France in the seventeenth century. This fabric 
of scandal, built by low-minded courtiers in the time of the regency, 
falls to the ground when it is made plain that the lady was seventy- 
four years of age when Du Bois first met her f 

The summation of this examination is, first, that Du Bois was made 
the scapegoat of the Duke of Orleans, who defamed him in order to 
excuse the waywardness of his son, and, second, that his enemies 
maligned him in the days of his power, reviving and amplifying old 
scandals. 

Louis XIV. seems to have not believed, or to have ignored, the 
accusations made against him, for in 1698 the king sent Du Bois to 
London. The choice was not a happy one, for Du Bois was detested 
by the Huguenots who had found refuge in England, and by English 
Protestants, so that he was recalled at the end of two months. This 
calls attention to another source of hostility to Du Bois. Father Bliard 
classes with the scandal -mongers of the court " chroniqueurs jansenistes 
et pamphletaires impies," who united to blacken his memory (Vol. I, p. 
107). 

Du Bois's failure in London eclipsed his career for a time. From 
political precaution, and owing to the powerful opposition of the 
Princess des Ursins, Louis XIV. kept him in Paris instead of sending 
him in some official capacity to the army of Italy. It lent color to the 
story of the gossips that the Duke of Chartres was also denied a place 
of command, "while all the bastards were continued in the service," a 
circumstance which occasioned a violent quarrel between the king and 
his brother, and indirectly induced the sudden death of the latter. 
Poor Du Bois, having already acquired a bad name, was now accused 
of having poisoned the Duke of Orleans ! The writings of the time, 
both official dispatches and private memoirs, abound with statements 
of this monstrous suspicion. Aside from the practical impossibility of 
achieving such a result, the fact that Du Bois was never examined, but 
on the contrary preferred in honor, ought to dispose of these fables to 
the mind of an unprejudiced reader. Moreover, through all these 
trying times the good bishop of Cambrai believed in Du Bois and 
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supported him, and Fenfilon is the purest and holiest man of God of 
the entire era, save St. Vincent de Paul, a man who had suffered official 
disgrace and exile from court because of his fearless utterances regard- 
ing the evils from which France was suffering (Vol. I, p. no; II, pp. 
271, 272). 

With the death of Louis XIV. and the regent's petit coup d'etat 
the days of Du Bois's obscurity were ended. From this point on the 
author treads a more familiar and more proved road. We are not quite 
so certain, though, of the writer's touch. It seems as if he magnified 
the English hatred of France, for England was willing to swallow pride 
and tradition for the sake of peace. The author shows that Du Bois 
vainly urged the regent to some positive policy in 1715 ; that he 
pointed out the necessity of an alliance of England, France, and Hol- 
land, to guarantee the peace of Utrecht, in order that Europe might 
have peace, and finally achieved that purpose in spite of the sloth of 
Orleans and " la fievre de rancure et de jalousie de plusieurs contre la 
France." The Spanish documents written to the court of Philip V. and 
those of The Hague and in the British foreign office, now for the first 
time published, throw clear light upon the foreign policy of the 
French government in this epoch. Du Bois was the genius of the 
triple alliance of 17 19 which guaranteed the peace of Europe. He 
received the cardinal's hat as his reward. But the honors of successful 
diplomacy and the prize of prelatical purple could not hide the sting 
of ill-epithet under which Du Bois lived — and died; and the 
breath of evil fame, grown ranker in the vile days of the regency, still 
unjustly dims the mirror of his life. It is this mist which Father 
Bliard has tried to wipe away. 

The proofreading of the English quotations has not been careful, 
and the Whigs, both in text and notes, are almost invariably called 
" Wighs" (pp. i, 121, 125, 126, 127, and /taw/0*); etc. 

James Westfall Thompson. 
The University of Chicago. 

Die Mystik im Aufgange des neuzeitlichen Geisteslebens 

und ihr Verhaltniss zu modernen Weltanschauungen. 

Von Rudolph Steiner. Berlin: Schwetschke, 1901. Pp. 

vii + 118. M. 2. 

It is a brusque statement that Harnack makes in his Dogmenge- 

schichte (Vol. II, p. 378) when he says : " A mystic who does not become 

a Roman Catholic is a dilettante." In this case, Ritschl had spoken 



